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did for Christianity in the Dark Ages. Born in 788 at
Kanchi, of Saivite parents, Sankara was too great a mind
for sectarian interests, and seeking to unify Brahminism
he travelled ceaselessly, attacking Jains and Buddhists and
triumphantly vindicating monism. "As Fire which is one,
assumes many forms, so the Atman—one and indissoluble
—is in all, and is all', says Sankara. This is orthodox
Upanishadic teaching, and Sankara was followed by a
school of teachers such as Madhava, abbot of the great
Sringeri Abbey, founded by his master. Ramanuja, a
Vaishnavite, held that there are three Realities, not one—
Brahman, Man, and Nature. His system is akin to the
Sankhya of Kapila in recognizing the world and eternal
spirits as real, and akin to that of Sankara in its devotion
to the Godhead. But with the influence of Islam becoming
potent this One is thought of as personal, and Bhakti, or
devotion to him, as the real way of salvation.
The way was prepared by wandering bards—Vaish-
navite Alwars and Saivite Adiyars—who hymned the Divine
Grace and offered salvation to all: as in Japan and in the
west, the chief difference between men was not between
the claims of morality and religion: all agreed that without
Divine Grace man is nothing—'his righteousness is but
filthy rags'. What divided them was the question whether
there was room for human effort. Should man be passive
as a kitten whose mother carries it to safety—or, like the
little ape, do his part by holding on ? These differences of
emphasis hardened into sects; in the thirteenth century the
Tengalai corresponded to the followers of Shinran, their
contemporaries in Japan, in magnifying the Divine Grace,
while the Vadagalai insisted with the Jodo of Honen on
some effort on the part of the devotee.
Ramanuja's piety, in a word, like that of St. Paul
and of Nagarjuna, gave birth to sect-feuds, and in de-
votion to God men were stirred to conflict with their
brothers.
The deep impress of religion on the south is seen in its
devotional lyrics and in its great temples, where it appears

